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RITANNIA's Chaplain begs Leave to inform the Public, 
FF Þ that a THANKSGIVING is prepared for the Preſs, and he 
was in hopes that the Preſs would have been employed in Printing off the 
ſame as this Day; but, de la Main d Bouche ſe perd ſouvent. la Soupe, 
He, therefore, thinks it would be inconſiſtent, with a Perſon of his 
Character, icontidering the preſent Situation of Things, to promiſe any 
Thing that is really Hazardous, or, that will admit of a Change, Thus 
far, however, he will venture to aſſert, that, when BrxiTanNia's 
Prayers and Interceſſions, ſhall be anſwered, ſo as John Wilkes, Eſq; 
Member for Mzddleſex, ſhall be releaſed from his Confinement, he de- 
Cares, when that Time ſhall: come, he will accompliſh his Deſign in 
printing the THANKSGIVING. [998 1s 2 1 
n ee 


By Virtue of an Order from 


* 4 5 | ; , 
"7 7 ! . o | : * 5 z 
+4 \ * 4 1 F4 , 

* * el 4 > } 4 =" + 4 3» + & < 2 8 S 4 ST 4 o 
* * = * o 4 4 
* 4 1 5 ; ' | : ; 
1 7 « E* 
. * J ; * W c # waiid. D 5 
* - . ; 
# 


1 fl # 


N, B. In the mean time, during his Impriſonment in the King's 
Bench Priſon, the LAMENTATION of Britannia may be uſed, with the 
Prayers, &c. which are therein contained, as very ſuitable to compoſe, 
ſooth, and ſtill our Diſquictudes, and Diſappoiutments with reſpect to 
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the Object of our Regard and Eſtcem, 
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« LET NO MAN DESPISE THY YOUTH,” 
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1. TIMOTHY, CHAP. IV. VER. 12. 


« LET NO MAN DESPISE THY YOUTH.” 


HERE is a ſort of ſacred reverence 
due to old age, and its flver locks 
have commanded a degree of vene- 

ration in all civilized countries, upon ſup- 
_ poſition, that the older men grow, the 
greater advancement they generally make 
in wiſdom, and profit daily by their expe- 
rience. But length of days without ſuch 
improvement, whilſt it adds new grief and 
ſorrow to thoſe other natural decays and 
"AS infirmities, 
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infirmities, which old age neceſſarily brings 
along with it, inſtead of crowning them 
with glory, rather clothes them with 
ſhame and diſhonour ; and ſets them ina 
rank even below that of mere children, 
who are not yet arrived to their years of 
" diſcretion ; and much farther ill beneath 
thoſe happy youths, who have ſet out be- 
times in the way they ought to go, and 
ſnatched the firſt opportunity of improv- 
ing themſelves in uſeful knowledge and 


cultivating the ſeeds: of virtue. For 


honourable age” (according to the obſerva- 
tion of a wiſe man, if not a Solomon) i. e. 


age unto which honour is really due, * 7s 


not that which flandeth in length of time, 
nor that is meaſured by number of years; 
but wiſdom is the grey bair unto men, and 
an unſpotted life is old age. And the rigb- 
teous, that is dead, ſhall condemn the ungodly, 


bat are living; and youth, that is ſoon per- 


fected, the many years and old age of the 
unrighteaus.” / vid. wiſdom, ch. iv. ver. 8, 
Ye 16. ) 


There 
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There is a way then ſuggeſted, by which 
a young man may not only raiſe himſelf 
above contempt, but arrive even. ſo early to 
a degree of credit and reputation; by which, 
if perſevered in, he may anticipate the 
honour and reſpe& due to age and ſeniority; 
and, as he increaſes in ſtature, not only 
grow more and more in favour both with 
God and Man, 'but, ſhould he be untimely 
cut off by the' hand of Death, may leave a 
ſweet memorial behind him. And indeed. 
men's happineſs in this life, as well as in 
the next, depends much on their firſt ſet- 
ting out, and the good conduct of their 
earlier years: As does likewiſe their ca- 
pacity of doing good in their generation, 
and of becoming inſtrumental in promo- 
ting the welfare of thoſe around them; in 
whatſoever rank or ſtation of life, it ſhall 
pleaſe the Divine Providence to place 
them. 

And accordingly the Apoſtle, who had 
inveſted his beloved Timothy, whoſe edu- 


cation 


E 
eation he well knew to be religious and | 
virtuous, at ſuch an early period of life, in 
an office, which required the greateſt abi- 
lities and prudence for the due execution'of - 
it, charges him particularly to have the 
ſtricteſt regard to his conduct, at ſuch a 
ſeaſon eſpecially ; and to | raiſe himſelf a- 
bove that contempt, unto which any youth- 
ful levity or indiſcretion might otherwiſe 
expoſe him. Let no man deſpiſe thy 
youth, ſupport the dignity of thy rank and 
tation, {to ſpeak in the language of ages to 
come) by giving no man reaſon to deſpiſe thee, 
notwithſtanding thy want of years, which 
may be apt to diſguſt, if thou baſt not ſome- 
thing more than ordinary to recommend thee.” 
But how is this to be done ? Not by aſ- 
ſuming lofty airs; not by lording it over 
God's heritage, and domineering over 
clergy and laity (under which denomina- 
tions the chriſtian church has been long 
ſince diſtinguiſhed); nor by an artificial po- 
liteneſs of behaviour and dexterity of ad- 
dreſs, which might recommend him as a 
well. 


E343 


well-bred perſon to men of the world, and 


produce a return of the ſame unmeaning 


compliments and civilities: Not, I ſay, , 


by arts like theſe, but by more ſubſtantial, 
more ſignificant and perſuaſive arguments; 
« By being an example to the believers in 
word, in converſation, m charity, in ſpirit, 
in truth, in purity :” By an exemplary life 
and converſation, as a man and a chriſtian ; 
by a prudent and faithful diſcharge of his 
office, as a ſpiritual guide and governor of 
the church ; and by a behaviour altogether 
of a piece with the purity of the doctrine 
he preached, and recommended to the 
practice of his hearers. A conduct, which 


would ſoon remove any objections that 
might be made to his age, who had hardly 
arrived to the meridian of life, and was yet 


young in reſpect to years; and would at 
length inſure him that reſpect and eſteem, 
which were neceſſary to ſupport his autho- 
rity among the new converts, over whom 


he was to preſide, and to reconcile the reſt . 


of the world to the goſpel. There being 


no 


no greater recommendation of, nor objection 
that commonly creates a greater dike unto, 
any ſcheme or propoſal, than-the perſonal - 
character of him that makes it; except the 
reaſonableneſs or unreaſonableneſe of the 
thing, which are not always, nor ipdeed 
ſo often, the firſt points that come under 
. 


| Fe what the Apoſtle addreſſes unto 
Him in particular, as the governor and 
ſuperintendant of the church at Epheſus, 
may be applied as properly to thoſe inferior 
paſtors and curates, who are ordained fo 
carly to any office and adminiſtration in 
the chriſtian church, as they are in our 
own; which is commonly much carlier, 
than the age of Timothy can be ſuppoſed 
to have been, tho ſpoken of as yet a youth, 
in compariſon of ſome of the elders and 
preſbyters, who were to be under his in- 
ſpection; ſince their ſucceſs in the miniſtry, 
I mean as to the good influence of their pub- 
lic or private exhortations, depends ſo 
| much 


0-H - 
much upon their character for piety and 
virtue; for purity of faith and manners ; as 
well as learning and acquaintance with the 


GOP Scriptures. 


But ſuch an n application, were there any 
in this audience unto whom fuch advice 
might be applicable, would come from an- 
other quarter with greater force and pro- 
priety 5 and has been repeatedly made on 
thoſe ſolemn occaſions, which render it 
moſt ſeaſonable and pertinent. I ſhalt. 
therefore at preſent apply the words of my 
text in a larger ſenſe, to young men in 
general, of whatſoever rank or ſtation in 
the world; whether already inveſted with 
any authority, or only expectants or can- 
didates for thoſe honours, or that reſpect 
and regard,, which are due to thoſe, who 
behave well in their particular ſtation, be 
it high or low, public or private. 


<a. 


1 fay then, Let no man deſpiſe your 
youth; give not the world occafion to 
treat even your youth with contempr, as a 

B giddy 


giddy and thoughtleſs period, as made up 
entirely of levity and vanity ; but reſcue it 
from that reproach, which is commonly, 
and I am afraid oftentimes too juſtly, caſt 
upon it: And this, not by affecting man- 
hood before the time, which this forward 


age is apt to be very fond of doing, with- 


out reflecting upon that want of experi- 
ence and. underſtanding, which renders 
ſuch an attempt ridiculous and unſupport- 
able; not by deſpiſing and making a jeſt 


of the bodily infirmities of the more aged 


(<< Like the ungracious children of Bethel, 
who dared to mock even a Prophet upon ac- 
count of his baldneſs (ii. Kings, ch. ii. ver. 


23), unto whom, alas! 0 many little wretebes 


are to be ſeen in our own ſtreets, who bear 
too near a reſemblance in ill manners and 
miſbebaviour ); but by a due attention to 
their wiſe maxims and obſervations, their 
ſober advice and inſtructions, which ye will 
find for your benefit and advantage, and 
will certainly thank them for in your 
own minds, when ye arrive yourſelves to 
years of maturity, and begin to reflect ſo- 
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berly on things and their conſequences; 


and will doubtleſs recommend to others 


upon the ſame benevolent principles, they 
were offered to yourſelves at a ſeaſon of 
life, when ye ſtood moſt in need of ſuch 
faithful guides and friendly monitors; 


more eſpecially pay a due attention to the 
advice and admonition of your virtuous 


and religious parents, who, if they do their 
own duty, will take care to adviſe you for 
the beſt; and never deſpiſe their perſons, 


or make a jeſt of their particular infirmi- 


ties, a bad return for the Pains and trou- 
ble they have taken for you in your infancy, 
and the provident eare they daily take. for 
your better ſettlement in the world; but 
ſuch a return, alas ! as too many ſons and 
daughters have likewiſe made in this de- 
generate age to the very fondeſt of parents ! 


« Youth is not the ſeaſon made only for 


joy, as ſome of your gay thoughtleſs equals 
would perſuade you, but is rather that 


ſeaſon of life, wherein the foundation is to 


be laid, not only of your future credit and 
=S : reputation 
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reputation with the world, but of your fu- 
ture happineſs or miſery, temporal as well 


as eternal; and your fate or fartune, to 
ſpeak in the language of the vulgar, may 


be determined almoſt irrevocably by the 
plan ye fet qut upon at the beginning. 


Chooſe therefore with prudence and cau- 
tion; and let not indolence caſt a cloud 
over your mental faculties, nor the love of 
pleaſure { ſeduce your ſoft and yielding tem- 

pers into the paths of folly, riqts and 
diſſipation. 


Endeavour, then, in the firft place to 


qualify yourſelves for thoſe puhlic offices 
in the ſeryice of your country, unto which 
your birth and rank may intitle ſome of 
you, or a laudable ambition may prompt 
you to aſpire unto; or, for thoſe honeſt 


employments, for which your parents may 


deſign you, and your own ſituation and 


circumſtances in life may render proper for 


you ; and this, by a diligent application 
to thoſe previous ſtudies, which are prepara- 


toryt thereunto. And at the ſame time forget 
not 


18 J 


not to furniſh yourſelves with ſuch uſeful 
accompliſhments, and to lay in ſuch a ſtore 
of wiſe reflections, and rules of moral con- 
duct, as may render your acquaintance a 
bleſſing to your youthful companions and 
equals, and your converſation agreeable to 
the good and virtuous, how much ſoever in 
age and other reſpe&s your ſuperiors ; 
- which may be attended with better conſe- 
quences than many of you may perhaps 
imagine. For, let me tell you, men of 
ſenſe and virtue do often take a particular 
pleaſure in encouraging ; or, if they have 
it not in their power to promote them 
themſelves, in recommending, young per- 
ſons of a ſober turn of mind, of promiſing 
parts and abilities, tho' not otherwiſe rela- 
ted to them; where they ſee honeſty joined 
with diligence and induſtry, and accompa- 
nied with a decent modeſty: And ſuch 
merit is not ſo commonly overlooked, 
where diſcretion is not wanting, where 
prudence is awake and ready to take im- 
_ mediate advantage of thoſe ſeaſons and op- 
= = portunities, which offer in almoſt every 
: : 0 perſon's 
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perſon's life, who diſcovers in the earlier 
parts of it any ſigns of genius and capacity. 
For, if ye look abroad into the world, ye 
ſhall find numberleſs inſtances, ' eſpecially 
in our great metropolis, of perſons, who 
have figured in the higheſt ranks of life, 
that were neither born to riches nor ho- 
nours, and had nothing elſe to recommend 
them to their patrons and benefactors, than 
the integrity, the induſtry and abilities, 
they diſcovered in their youth in that in- 
ferior capacity, wherein they were then 
employed. This ſhould be enough to 
excite a laudable ambition in thoſe among 
you, whoſe parents can do little more than 
give you ſuch a virtuous aud liberal educa- 
tion, as will qualify you to receive the 
like helps and encouragements, whenſo- 
ever they may offer, and enable you to 
make a proper * of your oppor- 


tunities. | h f e 


ay. — © Fle youthful lufts,” (ii. Tim. 
chap. ii, ver. 22) in whatſoever ſenſe they 
are taken, whether fooliſh affefations of 

" 
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novelty, new modes of dreſs or behaviour, 


which have nothing but the novelty to re- 


commend them, and ſhew more of vanity- 
and foppery, than good ſenſe or regard to 


| decency; or, in the common acceptation 


of the words, Thoſe carnal luſis and appe- 
tites unto which your youth is ſo much ex- 


poſed,” the inordinate gratification of which 


will not only injure your health and con- 


ſtitution, your reputation and character, 


and may diſable you perhaps for the buſi- 
neſs of your calling or profeſſion, but 
« war againſt the ſoul,” as St. Peter acl. 


quaints you (i. Pet. chap. ii, ver. 11.); and, 


if continued to be indulged, will at length 


drown men in deſtruction and miſery. 


But note here (as indeed there is but 
little reaſon to imagine ye will be unatten- 


tive to ſuch a circumſtance), that I do not 
debar you from any of thoſe innocent diver- 
ſions and relaxations, with which the 


ſtricteſt and graveſt moraliſts have indulged | 
you upon occaſions, which may ſafely ad- 


mit of them; but remember ſtill, that there 
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is a mean to be obſerved here. Theſe are 
not to be made your principal ſtudy and 
employment. They are not to engroſs ſo 

much of your time, as to leave no room for 
better acquirements ; nor to take ſuch ab- 
ſolute poſſeſſion of your hearts, as to make 
you diſreliſh every thing that is grave and 
ſerious, or carries an air of buſineſs. with it, 
they are to be at leaſt innocent pleaſures 
and harmleſs amuſements; but, as even 
ſuch can yield no ſolid, no permanent ſa- 
tisfaction, the leſs time therefore can be 
allowed in the purſuit of them, where one 
indulgence may produce another, and at 
length end in ſuc a habit, as would render 
you deſpicable in the eyes of Men, and a- 


bominable in the fight of God, who ſent 


than to riot and take your paſtime therein. 


zay. Above alt things, rementber your - 
creator in the days of your youth, before 
the evil days come, when ye ſhall find, 
that ys can have no other pleafure in them, 


than the conſcience of having been always: 
mindful 


t 


mindful of your duty to God, as well as 
Man; and of having diſcharged all the ob- 
ligations ye lay under to each, according 


to the beſt of your powers and abilities. 


Remember your creator, at this moſt plea» 


ſant, but moſt critical period of your lives, 
when ye are under the greateſt obligations 


to call him to your remembrance, in point 
of gratitude for the extraordinary favours 


he daily pours down upon you; but are in 


the utmoſt danger of forgetting him from 


the variety of temptations that ſurround 
you, and draw off your attention; but re- 


member him always with the profoundeſt 
reverence and regard. Let not the vicious 
examples of a profligate age betray you into 


that odious practice of profaning the ſacred 
name of God by vain oaths and execrationc, 
ſo much in faſhion among the great vulgar 


as well as the ſmall, in which even children 
are now become proficients : Nor let the 
fear of ſhame, if not of puniſhment, when 
ye have been guilty of a folly or a crime, 


which at your age is likely enough to hap- 


pen too often, drive you to ſeek refuge in 


0 hes; 
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Hes; one of the moſt anibg affronts that 
can be offered to the God of Truth, ' who 
is often invoked to bear witneſs on ſuch 
occaſions, as well as one of the meaneſt 
and baſeſt offences, and what will de- 
grade you the loweſt in the ſight of men. 
Let the fear of God, therefore, be always 
before your eyes, when the violence of 
your paſſions might prompt you to tranſ- 


greſs the'bounds of innocence and decency, 


or your weakneſs tempt you to prevaricate 
and deny the truth, or the vicious examples 
of others ſeduce you ; a filial ingenuous fear, 
mixt with love, ariſing from a juſt admi- 
ration of his glorious attributes, and a ſenſe 
of ' gratitude to your greateſt benefactor, 
unto whom ye would not willingly ſhew 


the leaſt diſreſpect; not a daſtardly cow- 


ardly fear, which ſprings only from the 
dread of puniſhment, without any inward | 
ſenſe of duty, or regard to virtue. 


Fes ear God, I ſay, ab at the ſame time 
love him, and ſhew this fear and love to be 
real, by keeping his commandments ; which 

"0 
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ye will not find grievous upon the trial, 
whatſoever ſome of you may perhaps ima- 
gine, but ſtill more and more agreeable, 


the longer ye ſhall have conformed . unto 
them. This is what, I aſſure you, will be 
your higheſt intereſt, as what will afford 
you immediate pleaſure, pure and unal- 


| loyed, and bring you peice at the laſt. 
This ye will find to be the trueſt wiſdom 
in the event and concluſion, and is what 
will add greatly to your credit and reputa- 
tion even in this age of libertiniſm, provi- 
ded your piety be freed from the ſuſpicion 
of enthuſiaſm or hypocriſy (both of which 
youth as well as age have been ſometimes 
infected with), and your virtue be ſteady 


and uniform; for virtue has ſtill ſome 


friends, and many of thoſe. who will not 
practiſe it themſelves, have a reſpe& for it 


in others, eſpecially when they behold its 
angelica] beauties diſplayed, without pride 
and affectation, in the full bloom and vi- 


gour of youth ; which raiſe the greater ad- 


miration, as.the-leſs expected at that age, 


too commonly the agg of levity and in- 
conſideration. ps 
ES _ Accordingly 
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Accordingly the Pſalmiſt declares, that 
*« the fear of the Lord (which includes 
piety and virtue in their ſeveral branches), 
is the beginning of wiſdom ;” not only the 
firſt in time, or the foundation; but the 
firſt in worth and dignity, - the prime'and 
principal part of wiſdom ; * A good under. 
ftanding- have all they that do bis command- 
ments.” (Pſalm oxi, ver. 10. vid. Job, chap. 
xXviii, ver. 28.) And by making theſe 
his delight and the conſtant invariable 
rule of all his actions, David boaſts, that he 
had defeated, or God had defeated for him, 
all the machinations of his enemies, and 
out-ſtripped his former teachers and in- 
ſtructors, nay even the wiſeſt of his judges 
and counſellors, in all that knowledge 
which was uſeful to him in the govern- 
ment of himſelf, and the conduct of public 
affairs; notwithſtanding Achitophel, whoſe 
_ counſel was as the oracle of God, had been 
one of them before his defection to Abſa- 
om. Thou through thy commandments 
baſt made me wiſer than mine enemies, for 
they are ever with ne. I have more under- 
Randing than my teachers, for thy tefliimonies 
f are 
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are my meditation. I underſtand more than 
the ancients, becauſe I keep thy precepts.” 
(Pſalm cxix, ver. 98, 99, 100. 


And thus my young pupils (I will not 
ironically call you maſters I have read you 
a ſhort lecture, which ye will do well to 
remember, and the ſhorter the eaſier to be 
remembered, by which, without waiting for 
old age, ye may render your youth reſpect- 
able, and recommend yourſelves to the juſt 
eſteem of the world; which will be attend 
ed with many probable advantages in this 
preſent life, and will crown you with an 
eternal weight of glory in the next: 
Whereas, a contrary behaviour will be at- 
_ tended with preſent diſgrace and infamy, 
and intail upon you ſhame and confuſion 
of face to all eternity. And both theſe 
conſequences ye may abſolutely depend up- 
on, notwithſtanding the ſuggeſtions of 
thoſe faſhionable authors, with whole poi- 
ſonous writings ſo many young perſons of 
the preſent age have been corrupted, - be- 
fore ne were capable of forming a proper 
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Judgment of things, and. of diſtinguiſhing 
between reaſon aud: . truth and 
fiction. | b Ni kl 


But ie muſt not be cappoſed, that the 
youth of one ſex only are concerned in this 
addreſs, tho young men are particularly 
addreſs d; a good part of it may be applied 
to my younger hearers of the other. Piety 
towards God, and a modeſt decent beha- 
viour before men; a purity of mind and 
fanctity of manners, the knowledge of what 
is fit and proper, nay their duty in thoſe 
ſeveral relations of life wherein they fand, 
particularly towards their parents (in which 
I preſume- the youth of both ſexes have 
been well inſtructed), or wherein many of 
them may probably and, are ſome of the 
moſt eſſential ingredients in the female cha- 
rater ; and by the goodneſs of their cha- 
rater the ſex will be eſtimated, and riſe in 
value in the opinion of ' thoſe, whoſe ap- 
probation is only to be regarded, and not 
dy their beauty only: Beauty will ſoon 
fade of itſelf, or grow familiar by a little 

acquaintance. 
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acquaintance; But there are mental ac- | 
compliſhments, which will not only make 
up for perſonal. defects, but when ſuper- 
added to thoſe outward charms, which ſo 
many of them poſſeſs, will make them the 
delight of good men and angels, if not 
really thoſe angels, which the fondneſs of 
their lovers imagines ſome to be, who have 
nothing angelical, perhaps, about them, 
but their perſons; which will not only 
diſplay their luſtre to the beſt advantage 
before men to the honour of their creator, 
but make them ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament, and as the flars for ever and 
every „ 


Let them, therefore, from their earlieſt 
youth attend to ſomething more eſſential 
than dreſs (tho' not negligent of their 
perſons), to ſomething more than modes 
and faſhions, which, in that of dreſs eſpe- 
cially, as in many other inſtances, are not 
only variable, but oftentimes highly ridi- 
culous and extravagant ; let them not de- 
vote themſelves entirely to the reigning - 

| vanities 
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their other accompliſhments, endeavour to 


( 44 ] a 
vanities and amuſements of the times, as 
if they had nothing domeſtic to employ 
themſelves about, nor loſe themſelves is 


one continual round of pleaſure and diffi= 
pation : And, if they have any lelſure 


time to (pate from their neceſfury engage | 
mente, let them Hot throw aWiy thoſe: , 
precious moments in the peruſal of idle 

novels and fettes adventures, which 
aten corrupt the morals as Well 6s defile 
the imagination, When there are (4 many 
real hiflories 46 bs had, Whenes (amething 
inftrwetive 44 Well 44 entertaining may he 
learned ü many good books, together 
with the bible, 49 be ( ently procured, 
whieh not only teach them their duty in 
the various (atians of lte, but furnich the 
mind with the moſt nable and moſt refined = 
Ideas, Let them therefore, | ſayy among = 


furnih themſelves, at this proper ſeaſon, 
with thoſe veal ornaments, thoſk internal 
graces, which will raiſe them above the 
common level of their own ſex, and make 
them rival ours in fanſe and underſtanding, 


in 


( ug ] 


* in a propriety and decency of behaviour, 
who do Indeed willingly acknowledge their 
ſuperiority as to thoſe external charms, by 
which the ſenſes are captivated, while the 
mind would be glad to (te formething that 
bught to engage its eſteem and admiration | 


And this adviee, which is indeed worthy 
of all aeceptation; Will not I hope, bs 
Seen aWAy, But be received with all due 
Tepee and eandar; 44 It i really intended 
for their welfare and happineſs, and given 
by ane, whe would de his wimoſt 69 pros 
more it, and will be always glad of every 
fair oppartunity of paying ea Juſt regard 16 
their virewes ut whoſe duty ahliges him, 
a their (bx makes ans molety of his paſta» 
ral charge, and eammaonly more than ans 
half of his audience, to remind them of 
any amifſians of their own, and to caution 
them againſt the errors and extravagancies 
of others, who take upon them if lead the 
faſhion, not only in modes of dreh and of 
external ceremony In public aſſemblies, 
but to preſeribe rules for female conduct 
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